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INTRODUCTION

N

to fellow humans is a long and sorry

tale. But if it is true that even in such
horror tales there are degrees of ruthlessness,
then few atrocities in world history compare
in intensity and scale to the Rape of Nanking
during World War II.

Americans think of World War II as begin-
ning on December 7, 1941, when Japanese
carrier-based airplanes attacked Pearl Harbor.
Europeans date it from September 1, 1939,
and the blitzkrieg assault on Poland by
Hitler's Luftwaffe and Panzer divisions.
Afficans see an even earlier beginning, the in-
vasion of Abyssinia by Mussolini in 1935. Yet
‘Asians must trace the war's beginnings all the
way back to Japan's first steps toward the mil-
itary domination of East Asia—the occupa-
tion of Manchuria in 1931.

Just as Hitler's Germany would do half a
decade later, Japan used a highly developed
military machine and a master-race mentality
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4 THE RAPE OF NANKING

to set about establishing its right to rule its neighbors.
Manchuria fell quickly to the Japanese, who established their
government of Manchukuo, ostensibly under their puppet, the
deposed emperor of China, but in fact run by the Japanese mil-
itary. Four years later, in 1935, parts of Chahar and Hopeh
were occupied; in 1937 Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, and finally
Nanking fell. The decade of the thirties was a hard one for
China; indeed, the last Japanese would not be routed from
Chinese soil until the end of World War IT in 1945.

No doubt, those fourteen years of domination by the Japan-
ese military were marked by countless incidents of almost in-
describable ruthlessness. We will never know everything that
happened in the many cities and small villages that found
themselves prostrate beneath the boot of this conquering force,
Ironically, we do know the story of Nanking because some for-
eigners witnessed the horror and sent word to the outside
world at the time, and some Chinese survived as eyewitnesses.
If one event can be held up as an example of the unmitigated
evil lying just below the surface of unbridled military adven-
turism, that moment is the Rape of Nanking. This book is its
story.

The broad details of the Rape are, except among the Japan-
ese, not in dispute. In November 1937, after their successful in-
vasion of Shanghai, the Japanese launched a massive attack on
the newly established capital of the Republic of China. When
the city fell on December 13, 1937, Japanese soldiers began an
orgy of cruelty seldom if ever matched in world history. Tens of
thousands of young men were rounded up and herded to the
outer areas of the city, where they were mowed down by ma-
chine guns, used for bayonet practice, or soaked with gasoline
and burned alive. For months the streets of the city were
heaped with corpses and reeked with the stench of rotting hu-
man flesh. Years later experts at the International Military Tri-
bunal of the Far East (IMTFE) estimated that more than
260,000 noncombatants died at the hands of Japanese soldiers
at Nanking in late 1937 and early 1938, though some experts
have placed the figure at well over 350,000.

This book provides only the barest summary of the cruel
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and barbaric acts committed by the Japanese in the city, for its
aim is not to establish a quantitative record to qualify the event
as one of the great evil deeds of history, but to understand the
event so that lessons can be learned and warnings sounded.
Differences in degree, however, often reflect differences in
kind, and so a few statistics must be used to give the reader an
idea of the scale of the massacre that took place sixty years ago
in a city named Nanking.

One historian has estimated that if the dead from Nanking
were to link hands, they would stretch from Nanking to the
city of Hangchow, spanning a distance of some two hundred
miles. Their blood would weigh twelve hundred tons, and their
bodies would fill twenty-five hundred railroad cars. Stacked on
top of each other, these bodies would reach the height of a sev-
enty-four-story building.

Using numbers killed alone, the Rape of Nanking surpasses
much of the worst barbarism of the ages. The Japanese outdid
the Romans at Carthage (only 150,000 died in that slaughter),
the Christian armies during the Spanish Inquisition, and even
some of the monstrosities of Timur Lenk, who killed 100,000
prisoners at Delhi in 1398 and built two towers of skulls in
Syria in 1400 and 1401.

It is certainly true that in this century, when the tools of
mass murder were fully refined, Hitler killed about 6 million
Jews, and Stalin more than 40 million Russians, but these
deaths were brought about over some few years. In the Rape of
Nanking the killing was concentrated within a few weeks.

Indeed, even by the standards of history’s most destructive
war, the Rape of Nanking represents one of the worst instances
of mass extermination. To imagine its comparative size, we
must brace ourselves for a few more statistics. The death toll of
Nanking—one Chinese city alone—exceeds the number of

- divilian casualties of some European countries for the entire

war. (Great Britain lost a total of 61,000 civilians, France lost
108,000, Belgium 101,000, and the Netherlands 242,000.) Air
bombing is considered by those who reflect on these things
‘one of the most awesome instruments of mass destruction. Yet
‘even the worst air attacks of the war did not exceed the ravages
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of Nanking. It is likely that more people died in Nanking than
in the British raids on Dresden and the fire storm that fol-
lowed. (The figure 225,000 was accepted internationally at the
time, but more objective accounts now place the number of
Dresden casualties at 60,000 dead and at least 30,000 injured.)
Indeed, whether we use the most conservative number—
260,000—or the highest—350,000—it is shocking to contem-
plate that the deaths at Nanking far exceeded the deaths from
the American raids on Tokyo (an estimated 80,000-120,000
deaths) and even the combined death toll of the two atomic
blasts at Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the end of 1945 (esti-
mated at 140,000 and 70,000, respectively).

The Rape of Nanking should be remembered not only for
the number of people slaughtered but for the cruel manner in
which many met their deaths. Chinese men were used for bay-
onet practice and in decapitation contests. An estimated
20,000-80,000 Chinese women were raped. Many soldiers
went beyond rape to disembowel women, slice off their
breasts, nail them alive to walls. Fathers were forced to rape
their daughters, and sons their mothers, as other family mem-
bers watched. Not only did live burials, castration, the carving
of organs, and the roasting of people become routine, but
more diabolical tortures were practiced, such as hanging peo-
ple by their tongues on iron hooks or burying people to their
waists and watching them get torn apart by German shepherds.
So sickening was the spectacle that even the Nazis in the city
were horrified, one proclaiming the massacre to be the work of
“bestial machinery.”

Yet the Rape of Nanking remains an obscure incident. Un-
like the atomic explosions in Japan or the Jewish holocaust in
Europe, the horrors of the massacre at Nanking remain virtu-
ally unknown to people outside Asia. The massacre remains
neglected in most of the historical literature published in the
United States. A thorough examination of secondary-school
history textbooks in the United States revealed that only a few
even mention the Rape of Nanking. And almost none of the
comprehensive, or “definitive,” histories of World War II read

by the American public discusses the Nanking massacre in

INTRODUCTION 7

great detail. For instance, no photograph on the event, not
even one word, appears in The American Heritage Picture History
of World War II (1966), which for many years was the best-
selling single-volume pictorial history of the war ever pub-
lished. Nor can a word of the massacre be found in Winston
Churchill’s famous Memoirs of the Second World War (1959)
(1,065 pages) or in Henri Michel’s classic Second World War
(1975) (947 pages). The Rape of Nanking is mentioned only
twice in Gerhard Weinberg's massive A World at Arms (1994)
(1,178 pages). Only in Robert Leckie’s Delivered from Evil: The
Saga of World War II (1987) (998 pages) did 1 ﬁnd.a single
paragraph about the massacre: “Nothing the Nazis under
Hitler would do to disgrace their own victories could rival the
atrocities of Japanese soldiers under Gen. Iwane Matsui.”

1 first learned about the Rape of Nanking when I was a little
girl. The stories came from my parents, who had survived years
of war and revolution before finding a serene home as profes-
sors in a midwestern American college town. They had grown
up in China in the midst of World War I and after the war fled
with their families, first to Taiwan and finally to the United
States to study at Harvard and pursue academic careers in sci-
ence. For three decades they lived peacefully in the academic
community of Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, conducting re-
search in physics and microbiology.

* But they never forgot the horrors of the Sino-Japanese War,
nor did they want me to forget. They particularly did not want

ghout the book I use either pinyin or Wade-Giles for Chinese names,
dzug on the preference of the individual (as specified by business

1 correspondence) or the popularity of one name’s transliteration

er the other (for instance, “Chiang Kai-shek” instead of “Jiang Jieshi”).
T Chinese and Japanese names of people, I use the traditional system of
ting the surname before the given name. For cities and landmarks, 1 typi-
ly 1t not always) use the form of romanization most commonly em-
d by Westerners during the era of the narrative, such as “Nanking”

‘the present-day name “Nanjing.”
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Prize in nonfiction and received eulogies from literary critics as
“admirable” and “courageous.” When Hora published a series
of rebuttals to Suzuki, several famous Japanese writers imme-
diately sprang to Suzuki’s defense.

Another critic was Tanaka Masaaki, a man who daimed to
be Matsui Iwane's protégé. In 1984 he published an
anti-Honda book called The Fabrication of the “Nanking Mas-
sacre,” using material from Matsui’s wartime diary. Accusing
Honda of spreading “enemy propaganda,” Tanaka argued that,
unlike in Europe or China, “you won't find one instance of
planned, systematic murder in the entire history of Japan.”
This is because, he wrote, the Japanese have “a different sense
of values” from Westerners and the Chinese. Revisionists ral-
lied behind Tanaka and joined his attacks on Honda and Hora.
The right-wing author Watanabe Shoichi, who wrote a fore-
word to Tanaka's book, also blasted Honda for heaping guilt
“not only on the Japanese officers and men of the time, but on
all Japanese, indeed on our children yet to be born.”

A debate soon raged between the two camps. There was the
liberal “massacre faction,” which consisted of Hora, Honda,
and their supporters, and the conservative “illusion faction”
led by Suzuki and Tanaka. The liberal camp published its find-
ings in the Asahi Shimbun and other journals, while the conser-
vatives contributed to right-wing publications like Bungei
Shunju, Shokun!, and Seiron. The liberals demanded that the
Japanese government apologize for its crimes in China, while
the conservatives considered such an apology an insult to vet-
erans and a foreign interference in Japanese internal affairs,

Ironically, attempts to disprove the Nanking massacre back-
fired when the revisionists themselves began to probe into the
subject for ammunition against the “massacre faction.” For in-
stance, in the 1980s Kaikosha, a fraternity of army cadet school
graduates, asked its eighteen thousand members to come for-
ward with eyewitness accounts to discredit the N anking mas-
sacre. To the dismay of the “illusion faction,” many Kaikosha
members confirmed the details of the Rape of Nanking and de-
scribed atrocities that horrified even hard-core Japanese con-
servatives. A former officer under Matsui estimated that some
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120,000 captives were killed under the orders of a staff officer,
although later, no doubt under pressure, he changed the figure
to “no less than tens of thousands.” But his testimony scuttled
the entire purpose of the survey, and moved even an editor of
Kaikosha's journal to write in the concluding part of the series
that “there was no excuse for such massive illegal executions,
As someone related to the old Japanese Army, I have to apolo-
gize deeply to the Chinese people.”

But the most embarrassing incident was yet to come. In
1985 a popular history journal, Rekishi to jinbutsu, discovered
as many as nine hundred errors in the newly published Matsui
wartime diary. Most of them were intentional attempts to fal-
sify primary documents, a revelation that scandalized histori-
ans across Japan. Still more disturbing, the author of these
alterations was none other than Tanaka Masaaki, who had pro-
claimed himself a staunch critic of historical distortion,

INTIMIDATION

What happened to Azuma Shiro, the first Japanese veteran to
admit openly his crimes in Nanking, is a spectacular example
of the system of Japanese intimidation at its worst. In 1987 he
created a sensation when he became the first former Japanese
soldier to apologize in public for his role in the Nanking mas-
sacre. On the eve of his departure to Nanking to participate in
a fifty-year memorial ceremony of the great Rape, he gave inter-
views to newspaper and television reporters at a press confer-
ence in Kyoto. The result was an avalanche of criticism and
death threats. To protect himself, Azuma retired from his com-
pany and moved with his wife info a house in a tiny village
outside Kyoto, where he kept an arsenal of weapons, such as
truncheons, clubs, pepper sprays, chains, and knuckle dusters.
The troubles for Motoshima Hitoshi, the mayor of Na-
gasaki, began when he was asked by a Communist Party mem-
ber in the city assembly what he thought of the emperor’s
wartime guilt. It was December 7, 1988, the forty-seventh an-
niversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Emperor Hirohito was




