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THE SOVIET UNION AND EUROPE 1921-1945

FROM PARIAHTO SAVIOUR

B B Factors that helped to determine Soviet foreign policy during the inter-war years

When politicians make foreign policy, they are influenced by a number of
different factors. For any given country, some factors are relatively constant
while others vary according to the individuals involved and the circumstances
in which they were operating. Here are some of the factors influencing Soviet

foreign policy in the 1920s and 1930s.

Ideology
Orthodox Marxism stressed the need for revolution
in other countries if socialism was to survive in the
USSR. The USSR's desire to spread the revolution
both at home and abroad threatened the West.
Ideological differences did not rule out normal
diplomacy, but they did provide the basis for mistrust.
The existence of the Comintern and foreign
intervention in the Civil War produced mistrust from
the outset.

Security — fear of invasion

Worries about security were increased by Russia’s
geography. lts frontier in the north-west and west
was 3200 km long and lacked natural boundaries.
As the only Communist state it was not unnaturat
for the Russians to fear invasion by the capitalist
states. The list of invaders of Russia over the previous
800 years read like a Who's Who of military
aggression and was referred to by Stalin to justify
the need for rapid industriatisation under the Five-

Year Plans.

Economic backwardness
Soviet leaders were well aware of the perceived and
actual technological inferiority of the Soviet state
and the need for Western technological help in
building Soviet industry.
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Attitudes of other countries

uninfluenced by the actions of other countries. Foreign

act against him could not be ignored.

SSR,

Not even the most powerful country can make policy totally

intervention in the Civil War left a legacy of suspicion, and YEARS
the rise of Hitler and the failure of the British and French to / \ Litvinov and Molotov — had an influence on policy.
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The background and views of those making

The leaders of the country — Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin —
and their Commissars for Foréign Affairs — Chicherin,

Which of the factors in Chart

B do you think was most
important in influencing Soviet
foreign policy between 1920 and
193917 Place the factors in order
of importance.

The internal situation

At any given time, the internal situation was bound to impact on foreign
m policy. Thus the state of the country at the end of the Civil War, the
power siruggle to succeed Lenin, the Five-Year Plans and collectivisation

all had an influence on foreign policy.




