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4 = Causes, practices, and effects of wars

shield. Within three years, the addition of Italy turned the Dual
Alliance into the Triple Alliance, with each state pledging military
support in the event that either of the other two became embroiled in
a wvar against two or more opponents. To this Bismarck added the
Reinsurance Treaty with Russia in 1887. The cumulative effect of these
agreements was, as Bismarck had intended, to isolate France from the
rest of Europe, something French diplomats were going to have to
work hard to undo.

This work was made easier when Bismarck refused to approve
German loans to Russia in 1887 and the post-Bismarckian foreign
office elected not to renew the Reinsurance Treaty in 1890. Now

Activitys <o
Industry, war and power

Power ranking

T Using the information in the above charts, rank the 3 Compare and contrast each country's pre-war and

countries according to how powerful they were in post-war figures. What conclusions can we draw
1914, What criteria are you using? What is your from the comparison? How did this affect yaur
definition of power in this context? What happens to “power ranking?’

your ranking if you take into consideration the
information in charts 1 and 2 on pp. 206-77

2 What conclusions can you draw about the Fontana Press.
relationship between the information and a country’s
abifity to conduct a war?

Source: Kennedy, Paul. 1988. Rise and Fall of the Great Powers:
Economic and Military Conflict from 1500 to 2600, London, UK.
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4 » Causes, practices, and effects of wars

Krupp and Skoda were
producing artillery that could
hurl a one-ton explosive
projectile up to 10 miles (16
k). Machine guns could
theoretically fire 400 to 600
rounds per minute. In practice,
each machine gun was the
equivalent of 80 rifles.

The Anglo-German naval race
was perhaps one of the starkest
illustrations of militarism. When
the British Royal Navy launched
the revolutionary HMS
Dreadnought in December 1906,
it instantly made every battleship
then afloat, including British

The HMS Dreadnought was revoluticnary in ali aspects: design, speed, armament,
materials and production methods. How could one ship change the nature of naval
warfare so completely? How might the production of HMS Dreadnought have affected
the other background causes of the First World War?

ships, obsolete. If a country was

to have a modern navy after 1906, it had to spend money on
Dreadnoughts. When this was coupled with Germany’s desire for a
navy to rival the Royal Navy, as expressed in the Second Naval Law
of 1900, it created an arms race that would see the size of these
navies increase by a combined 197 per cent between 1900 and 1914.

Large or even growing militaries do not cause wars. They do,
however engender suspicion and fear in rival states. When this
suspicion is coupled with economic rivalry, imperialism and
nationalism, it makes war more likely. Further, it makes a large,
massively destructive war more likely.

industrialization
Some historians have contended that by 1900 economic power
equated to military power., Others contend that, while there isa
strong relationship between these two concepts, the matter of what
constituted a Great Power was more complex. What is not generally
disputed is the massive increase in industrial output in the second
half of the 19th century. The revolution in production that had taken
root in. Bngland a century before had, by 1870, spread to the rest of
Europe and across the Atlantic.
By all measures, Europe was far
more industrialized in 1914 than
it had been in 1880; this
industrialization would help
determine the nature of the war
to come as the first total war of
the 20th century.

Of course, increasing industrial
output does not cause war any
more than large armies do. There
are, however, certain
consequences of this increase in
manufacturing that played a role

164 GO0

Source: Kernedy, Paul. 1988, Rise and Fafl of the Great Powers: Economic and Military Conflict
from 1500 to 2000. London, UK. Fontana Press. p. 261




